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HURRY IN,
THEY’RE
GOING FAST!

Limited time lease offers available through Honda Financial Services Inc. (HFS), to qualified retail customers on approved credit.Weekly payments include freight and PDI (ranges from$1,655 to $1,795 depending onmodel), tire & environmental fee ($17.50),A/C charge ($100), and OMVIC fee ($10).Taxes, licence, insurance and registration are extra.ΩRepresentative
weekly lease example: 2018 Civic LX Sedan 6MT (Model FC2E5JE) // 2018Accord LX-HS Sedan 6MT (Model CV1E1JE) // 2018 CR-V LX 2WD CVT (Model RW1H3JES) on a 60-month termwith 260 weekly payments at 1.99% // 1.99% // 2.99% leaseAPR.Weekly payment is $55.57 // $74.75 // $76.61 with $0 down or equivalent trade-in and $15 // $0 // $600 total
lease incentive included. Civic lease offer includes the $750 Civic Bonus. Down payments, $0 security deposit and first weekly payments due at lease inception.Total lease obligation is $14,448.34 // $19,434.82 // $19,918.57. 100,000 kilometre allowance; charge of $0.12/km for excess kilometres. PPSA lien registration fee of $45.93 and lien registering agent’s
fee of $5.65, due at time of delivery are not included. ♦$4,000 total customer cash purchase incentive is valid on any new 2018 Pilot model when registered and delivered between August 1st, 2018 and August 31st, 2018. Cash incentive is available for Honda retail customers except customers who lease or finance through HFS at a subvented rate of interest
offered by Honda as part of a low rate interest program.All advertised lease and finance rates are special rates. Customer cash purchase incentive will be deducted from the negotiated price after taxes. For all offers: licence, insurance, PPSA, other taxes (including HST) and excess wear and tear are extra.Taxes payable on full amount of purchase price. Offers only
valid for Ontario residents at participating Ontario Honda Dealers. Dealer may lease/sell for less. Dealer order/trade may be necessary. Colour availability may vary by dealer.Vehicles and accessories are for illustration purposes only. Offers, prices and features subject to change without notice. See your Ontario Honda Dealer or visit HondaOntario.com for full details.

LEASE PAYMENTS INCLUDE FREIGHT AND PDI. EXCLUDES LICENCE AND HST. DEALER ORDER/TRADE MAY BE NECESSARY.
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Conserve fuel with
ECONmode. Standard
on most Honda models.

GET $4,000 IN CASH
INCENTIVES
ON ALL 2018
Pilot MODELS♦

2018 Pilot

James Gent
Driving.ca

it’s one of the most famous 
podium celebrations in motor 
racing history. Four-time CarT 
champion sebastien Bourdais, 
having finished second in the first 
race of a 2013 honda indy Toronto 
doubleheader, doesn’t notice that 
the crystal trophy he’s just picked 
up isn’t attached to its wooden ped-
estal. seconds later, time stands 
still as the runners-up trophy 
slooooowly tips over, bounces off 
the podium twice, and detonates 
itself right in front of third-place 
winner, dario Franchitti.

you can’t buy that kind of public-
ity, and you could almost feel the 
entirety of the indyCar commu-
nity hold its breath when Bourdais 
finished the second race of the day 
on the podium as well.

“it was definitely   interest-
ing,” says Claudia Truchan, gen-
eral manager of William ashley, 
which has handled the logistics and 
delivery of honda indy Toronto 
trophies since 2010. “i remem-
ber receiving the phone call from 
our team that day — i was at the 
track to help present the trophies 
— and our operations manager was 
saying, “Oh my god, oh my god, 
the trophy broke, oh my god!” We 
were disappointed for sebastien, 
but secretly quite relieved it wasn’t 
the winner’s trophy!”

rather than being swept furi-
ously beneath the rug, this poten-
tial Pr nightmare has become one 
of the most endearing moments in 
an eight-year relationship between 
the honda indy Toronto, Waterford 
Crystal and its Canadian empo-
rium, William ashley. indeed, five 
days before this year’s race, staff at 
Wa’s flagship store in Toronto even 
presented Bourdais with a paper 
replica of the 2018 trophies he was 
there to unveil. Which, naturally, 

he dropped.
‘Quality’ is le mot juste, without 

a doubt.
after the initial “incubator for 

dreams, ideas and inspirations” 
design phase, very fine beech-
wood is carefully moulded with 
hand tools to shape the mol-
ten crystal that will eventually 
become the honda indy Toronto 
trophies. master Blowers manip-

ulate these shapes yet further in a 
furnace heated to 1,315.6 C (2,400 
F). Only after the first of six rig-
orous inspections is completed is 
the sculpted stem and bowl ready 
for the first cuts to be made. it’s an 
exercise where patience and a deft 
hand are crucial; should a crafts-
man, even one with the required 
eight years of training, angle his 
diamond-tipped wheel too aggres-

sively, the whole design is imme-
diately considered flawed, and 
thrown in the garbage.

any and all rough edges are 
polished thoroughly before the 
intaglio engraving process can 
begin in earnest. it’s a mind-
bogglingly detailed and precise 
art form, one that the house of 
Waterford Crystal has practised 
since its foundation in 1783 (give 

or take a 94-year dormancy), and 
one that incorporates more than 
750 tons of crystal per year to pro-
duce more than 45,000 products.

“Waterford is one of europe’s 
most respected companies when 
it comes to crystal production, 
and it’s because they use a very 
specific content of lead,” explains 
Truchan. “Traditionally, the defi-
nition for crystal is that it needs to 
be 24 per cent lead. anything below 
that is glass. This allows Waterford 
to make deep cuts, which creates 
the beauty and also provides the 
weight. imagine picking up a heavy 
crystal goblet — you know immedi-
ately that it is something special.

“and that’s so important for 
William ashley and house of 
Waterford Crystal in our partner-
ship with honda indy Toronto; we 
want the drivers to know they are 
holding something special.

Jolted perhaps by Bourdais’s 
incident in 2013, Truchan and 
her William ashley crew take the 
safety of this near-$15,000 col-
lection very seriously, especially 
because there are no spares during 
a race weekend. you might think, 
then, that the three trophies being 
readied for the 2019 race will be 
kept in hermetically sealed vaults 
deep beneath the circuit. But no. 
as i speak with Truchan, all three 
trophies stand mere inches from 
us in the honda indy Toronto pad-
dock, admittedly encased in shat-
terproof plastic and atop some very 
sturdy pillars. even so, i’ve rarely 
been more conscious of where 
my elbows are pointing during an 
interview.

“Fortunately nothing like 
(the Bourdais podium) has hap-
pened since, but our team is still 
extremely careful when transport-
ing and storing these trophies. We 
always have a dedicated team mon-
itoring them, and any movement 
of the collection is only ever done 
by us.

“That includes after the podium 
presentation too, where things can 
get a little complex. some teams — 
i won’t say who — prefer to keep 
the actual trophy, so we’ve had a 
lot of requests over the years for 
copies of trophies to be sent to the 
drivers.”

many hours from 
master craftsmen in 
ireland are needed for 
honda indy Toronto’s 
awards for racers

Creating crystal trophies is an art form

THE canaDian PrESS filES
Josef Newgarden lifts a vase on the podium after winning the Honda Indy Toronto in Toronto on Sunday, July 16, 2017. 


